Axell-Eration - 1965, il on canvas, 52,5 x 63,5 cm

After a seven-year career as a television presenter, actress and scriptwriter,
Evelyne Axell (1935-1972) embarked on an artistic career in 1964, having
been initiated in the art of painting by René Magritte. It would be a short,
butextremely intense career, Onatechnicallevel, her work evolved from oil
on canvas and panel to enamel paint on Clartex, Perspex and Formica; on an
iconographical Ievel, she gradually found her way from a strictly feminine
world of experience towards highly sensual imagery. Experimentation was
the key concepton bothlevels. Axell wanted to break themould, andnotjust
inherart-enthralled by thesecondfeministwave,sheopenlyproclaimed Cand
practised) the intellectual and sexual liberation of women. Her hedonistic
lifestyle, which was abruptly cut short by a car crashin 1972, has up to now
resulted in a highly romanticised narrative of her life and work.
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