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Art in Review

Daniel McDonald

Bohemian Monsters

Broadway 1602
1182 Broadway, Apt. 1602
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art scene since he arrived from
California in 1989 that it's hard to
believe “Bohemian Monsters”® is
his first local solo show. But it is,
and it's been warth the wait.

In the 19905 he was a member
of Art Club 2000, a collaborative

he was building an

fan base as the creator of a jew-
elry line called Mended Veil, dis-
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at Broadway
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conceptually to the criti-
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and realistic miniature en-
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ut.mﬂi:hﬁh.me struggles of
impove artists in a gentri-
fying city are enacted. One figure
huddles in a room barely large
enough to hold him. Another
drinks himself into oblivion. A
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subject to harassment here, em-
bodied in figurines of a kind Mr.
MeDonald has collected for years
and often subtly altered with
transplanted body parts or spe-
cially designed costumes.

In each case, the final tableau
goes beyond being ingeniously
entertaining, though it is certain-
Iy that, into subtle metaphorical
and social terrain. And the perti-
nence to present economic condi-
tions is obwvious: when the Wick-
ed Witch of the West has to fur-
tively sell Warhol's celebrity por-
trait of her to pay for a broom-
stick, as she does here, you know
artists have hit bad times.
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