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On a Budget,
Tweaking
~ And Provoking

In what felt like a pre-efmptive ef-
fiort a1 damage control, the Whitney

thing to underpiteh its 2010 Biennial.
With 55 artists, we were advised, it
wold be half the size of
HOLLAND the 2006 shew. Unlike the
wrm 1008 version, which -
spilled over into the Park
any Avenue Armory, this ane
govipw  would be confined to the
museum's premises. Mo
Irills. Tight belis. We're daing our
Teest. Don"t shood.
The show lives up — or down = o
its billing.
It has mo theme; its catabog s
slight; its installation, spartan.
is our. Much of what's in
Hqﬂuudhmwﬁnmumﬂrm
initially booking blank. The
pesthetic is the art of the iweak,
ENALE VAFALIONS on conventional
forms and historical styles: abstract
paintings stitched like quilts, per-
formance pleces channeling the
1860s, and 50 on,
Bt if the musesm gets full points
fior truth in advertising, it can also
claim eredit for a solid and consid-

Whitney Biennial artwarns include
=Patron” a videa by Marianne Yibale,
above, and “Baby = by Thoema
Houseags, lop.

ered product. The shaw has dead
spots, mainky where it reflects the re-
trenched art-about-art spirit of the
day. But It also has strong work (par-
ticudarty in videa) that speaks of life

scrupulous about giving
equal time to the dominant trends of
the last pwo years: abstract painting,
performanece, and political-art-that-
isn'i-beauty-averse,

Two mural-size photographs by
James Casehere, who was born in
1953, hang just off the secomd-floor el-
evalor. Both are shots of elaborate La-

Comtimeed on Page 30
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At a Biennial on a Budget, Tweaking and Provoking
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The Whitney's signature
show is smaller but not
without its pleasures,
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